
“O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel.” Each advent we sing the 

familiar hymn asking God to come and be with us. 2000 years ago, God the Father responded by 

sending his only begotten Son to share our nature, to teach us and ultimately to offer his life for 

us on the cross. He not only ransoms captive Israel, He conquers sin and death to set all of 

humanity free. 

 O come, O come, Christian and live your faith. The world still mourns as each generation 

turns from God embracing war, hatred, sin, and division. We need God to be with us and he does 

not disappoint. Jesus promised us that he would be with us to the end of time. “For where two or 

three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mt 18:20). 

 Jesus comes to us both in Word and in Sacrament. “Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.” Matthew 1:23 is our Alleluia verse on this 

4th Sunday of Advent. Behold, Matthew 1:23, is echoed in our Gospel and in our Communion 

Antiphon.  God is with us in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. He feeds us with His Body 

and Blood, with Holy Communion. Like Mary, God wants us to receive Jesus deep into our own 

flesh and blood that we may bear the fruit of making Jesus present in our own troubled times. 

“Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called Emmanuel.” 

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those 

called to the supper of the Lamb” (Mass Prayer). 

  O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny. The Prophet Isaiah 

teaches us: ‘On that day, the root of Jesse, set up as a signal for the peoples —  Him the nations 

will seek out; his dwelling shall be glorious” (11:10). Jesse was the father of King David and 

“the root of Jesse figuratively stands for the Messiah.” i 

“When Isaiah began to prophesy, people yearned for an earthly king—the Messiah—who 

would assume the throne of David.”ii Jesus is much more than an earthly king. He is both our 

brother, and the Son of God. Through our baptism, we become part of his royal family. He offers 

us a royal inheritance, life eternal in heaven. We are promised much more than victory over the 

grave. In the kingdom to come, God offers each redeemed person a share of his divinity. No 

wonder we sing, “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!” 

 Isaiah calls us to rejoice, and yet our everyday struggles and problems get in the way. Let 

us take for example, the plight of Joseph. He is a man of deep faith. He believes the Messiah will 

come in his time. He is betrothed to Mary, a woman he deeply respects for her holiness, but 

doubt and worry take away his peace of mind. As the months go by, as Mary shows the obvious 

signs of pregnancy, he does not understand.  

“How can this be?” (Lk 1:34b). Mary had her questions answered by the Angel, Gabriel, 

but to the best of anyone’s educated guess, she did not directly share the good news with Joseph 

beforehand. He was left to ponder on his own. “How can this be?” On his own, he cannot 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, nor the unfounded suspicions of Mary’s infidelity. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. 

In his dreams, the Angel comes and reveals God’s plan to him. “Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has 

been conceived in her.” His prayer for understanding is finally answered and Joseph 

wholeheartedly embraces God’s plan. 

 God has a plan for each one of us. This is our vocation in life. When we align our own 

dreams with God’s plans, when we come to him seeking answers to life’s mysteries, there is 

much to rejoice about. It does not mean that life is free from struggle. God is very generous to us 



… and he expects us to be generous with others… sharing God’s mercy … caring for others … 

helping others to carry their crosses. 

O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight… 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel! 

 
i gotquestions.org/root-of-Jesse.html 
ii Ibid. 


